
Brazil: a natural vocation for the chemical industry. 

Rich in oil, gas, biodiversity, minerals and rare earths. 
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ABIQUIM AND THE BRAZILIAN 
CHEMICAL INDUSTRY 



The Brazilian Chemical Industry Association 

- Founded in 1964 

- Non-profit organization 

140 member companies 

- Mercosur Council of Chemical Industry (CIQUIM) 

- International Council of Chemical Associations (ICCA) 

ABIQUIMôs main goal is to enhance competitiveness and 

 sustainable development of the chemical industry. 



Fonte:  ABIQUIM. 

The importance of the Brazilian chemical 
industry 

6 World Largest 

10% of the Brazilian industrial GDP 

US$ 112.4 Billion on net sales (2015) 



Brazilian Chemical Industry  
Net Sales ς 2015 (*) (US$ bn) 

Total: 
US$ 112,4 bn 

Sources:  Abiquim  and  associations of specific segments 

(*) Estimated. 
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Brazilian Largest Chemical Producers 
Net Sales - 2010 

Source: Abiquim 

COMPANY NET SALES 
(US$ millions) 

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN MAIN PRODUCTS 

BRASKEM 14,479,110 Brazil  Ethylene, Propylene, PE, PP, PVC, chorine, soda and 
intermediates 

BASF 2,949,801 Germany Paints, agrochemicals 

BAYER 2,085,399 Germany Agrochemicals and PU 

SYNGENTA 1,683,970 United Kingdom Agrochemicals 

WHITE MARTINS 1,665,434 USA Carbon dioxide, hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen and special gases 

DUPONT 1,577,317 USA Agrochemicals and intermediates  

VALE FERTILIZANTES 1,520,203 Brazil Fertilizers and intermediates 

RHODIA SOLVAY 1,337,929 Belgium Phenol/acetone, nylon 

DOW 1,252,197 USA PU and interm., chorine and soda 

UNIGEL 1,160,298 Brazil PS, acrylonitrile, methacrylates, cyanides, polycarbonate 
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   Deficit

Brazilian Trade Balance  
Chemical Products ς 1991-2014 
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Deficit booming 
1991: US$ 1.5 billion 
2014 = US$ 31.2 billion 

Source: Sistema Aliceweb ς MDIC/Secex 

DESCRIPTION ҟ 
2014/2013 

ҟ ŀΦŀΦ 
2014/1991 

IMPORTS (0.9%) +11.7% 

EXPORTS  +2.6% +8.8% 

DEFICIT (2.4%) +14.1% 



RAW MATERIAL & MARKET POWER 



The raw-materials potential in Brazil 

Brazil may be one of the largest oil producers in the world. 

Between 2013-2014 there was an increase of 230,000 bpd (11%). 

With monthly growth, the Pre-salt has increased its share of national production, rising from 
27% to 29%. 

Gas production will triple by 2030. 

The production of natural gas in January 2015 was the largest ever recorded, when reached 
96.6 million cubic meters. 



The raw-materials potential in Brazil 

Brazil has the greatest biodiversity in the world, favoring the production of chemicals from 
renewable raw materials. 

On May 2015, the New Brazilian Biodiversity Law was enacted.  

Minerals: ex. quartz and rare earths 



Market Power 
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EDUCATION, RESEARCH & 
INNOVATION CONTEXT 



Education 

Å In the last two decades the number of undergraduate students grew 
550%, at the same time that the Brazilian population grew 25%. 

Å 40 thousand engineers graduate in Brazil per year. 

Å The chemical sector, specifically, is not labor intensive, but requires a 
higher level of training, which gives a wage, on average, 75% greater than 
the overall industry. 

Å Science without Borders: over US$ 2.9 billion BSc, MSc, Dr., PhD, up to full 
professors on exact sciences and engineering. 

Å PRONATEC: over US$ 260 million investment on technical level. 



Research 

Å Brazil figures in the 13th position on scientific publication. 

Å From 2008 to 2010, 56% of the Latin American scientific articles were 
Brazilian.  

Å In the last 10 years, the average rate of development of scientific articles 
in Brazil is 8%/ year. 

Å The main areas of publications are: agricultures, chemistry, physics, 
engineering, molecular biology and biochemistry. 

Å 35% of Brazilian researchers are working in the business sector. 


